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Abstract

In April 2013, HPV vaccine was added to the list of periodic vaccinations actively promoted in Japan. However,
amongst those who were vaccinated, there were many cases of symptoms that seemed to be adverse reactions,
so on 14 June 2013 the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare issued a notice nationally that it would no longer
actively promote periodic HPV vaccination. As a result, since that time, periodic vaccination for HPV has ceased
and only those who expressly desire to be so are vaccinated (voluntary vaccination) .

Where adverse reactions to the vaccine are observed, including suspected adverse reactions, medical institutions
and pharmaceutical companies are required by law to report this to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare.
With regard to the number of cases and the symptoms published on the Ministry’s web site, we 1) compared
people vaccinated during the two and a half months before with those vaccinated during the two and a half
months after stopping active promotion of periodic vaccinations. And we 2) investigated the number of reports of
adverse reactions and the way in which the reporting doctor reported the relationship between the vaccination
and the subsequent symptoms for people vaccinated in the over four years and 8 months since vaccination
promotion was stopped (until April 2018) .

Our investigations revealed the following:
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1) The number of reports of suspected adverse reactions after fell to one third of the number before the

stopping active promotion.

2) In the over four years and 8 months since vaccination promotion was stopped, there were a total of 89

reported cases of suspected adverse reactions. Among those 89 cases, 73 cases of which causal relationship

were assessed by the administering doctors, 42 cases (57.5%) were assessed as having a causal relationship

to the vaccination. In one of these 42 cases, as many as 33 symptoms were listed. Of the 89 reported cases, in

46 cases (51.7%) the symptoms were reported as ‘serious .
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